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Mall hours 
extended for 
Christmas week 


HOLYOKE -— The 
countdown is on...only 9 
shopping days left until 
Christmas. No need to 
worry about shipping dates, 
or expedited shipping costs 
and you’ll be supporting 
thousands of local jobs at 
Holyoke Mall. 

Shop safely with 
Holyoke Mall’s special 
shopping hours. Holyoke 
Mall will be opening 
early this week at 9 a.m. 
through Sunday and start- 
ing Monday, Dec. 21, 
Holyoke Mall will be 
opening at 8 a.m. 


Winter market 
Starts Dec. 19 at 
War Memorial 


HOLYOKE — 
This winter, the newly 
relaunched Holyoke 
Winter Farmers’ Market 
will bring an array of 
locally-grown vegetables, 
meat, eggs, and more to the 
heart of the city. The mar- 
ket launches on Dec. 19, 
and will run from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Holyoke 
War Memorial at 310 
Appleton Street on on the 
first and third Saturday 


Schools to host 
transition session 


HOLYOKE — Holyoke 
Public Schools is planning 
for the return to in-person 
learning for our students. 
Families were scheduled to 
turn in surveys by Monday, 
Dec. 14 to help inform the 
planning process. 

The survey asked 
families to select the pre- 
ferred model of learning 
for each child: fully remote 
or in-person hybrid model 
(2 or 4 days in person) 
and identify transportation 
preference. 

While we are in our 
planning phase, we will 
continue to partner with the 
Holyoke Board of Health 
and rely on Holyoke’s 
COVID-19 Health Metrics 
to determine the exact start 
date for in-person learning 
to begin. We will begin 
our transition to i1n-per- 
son learning once we see 
a consistent and observ- 
able reduction in cases in 
Holyoke. Join our Dec. 22, 
Facebook Live — 5 p.m. 
English Session, 5:30 p.m. 
Spanish Session - for more 
information. 








Budget 
balance 
pending 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 






HOLYOKE — Mayor Alex 
Morse gave city councilors 
an update on balancing the 
FY2021 budget now that the 
state government has passed a 
budget. 

Councilor Linda Vacon 
proposed bringing more cuts 
forward and requested a 
finance committee meeting fol- 
lowed by a special meeting of 
the city council in the future. 
After further debate, the coun- 
cil set a Finance Committee 
followed by a special meet- 
ing of the full city council on 
Friday, Dec. 18. 


See BUDGET, page 11 
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Support pods are utilized during the hybrid learning model used for Holyoke students who have special 
needs. There is hope the school district can go to a hybrid learning model for all students early next year. 


Submitted photo 





Winter sports contingent on 
lowering COVID-19 case rate 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE -—- The 
Holyoke Public Schools 
administration has decided 
to go forward with the win- 
ter sports season despite the 
city still being in the “red” 
and labeled a high-risk for 
COVID-19 transmission. 


With a vaccine that 
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Fall sports had to be halted Oct. 
21 due to Holyoke remaining in 
the red for COVID-19 spread risk. 


began rolling out in Holyoke 
Medical Center and nearby 
Baystate Medical Center to 
essential health workers as 
well as further restrictions 
that have been in place by 
the governor since Dec. 13, 
the city is hopeful to get back 
into the yellow, or “moderate” 
category by Jan. 11, when 
winter sports practices are 
supposed to begin. 


Unlike other parts of 
the state, which were autho- 
rized to begin practices ear- 
lier this week, the Pioneer 
Valley Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference delayed the sea- 
son’s start to after the holiday 
break. 

Receiver/Superintendent 
Alberto Vazquez Matos con- 
ferred with Holyoke High 
School Principal Stephen 
Mahoney and Athletic 
Director Melanie Martin on 
whether to move forward with 
winter sports after the fall 
sports seasons was cancelled 
midway through. 

Holyoke was forced to 
cancel the remainder of its 
fall season on Oct. 21, 
=a. when the city reached 
~\\) three weeks in the red 
category. The formula 
for determining a red 
community was re-con- 
figured in early November, 
but Holyoke’s cases have 
surged along with the rest of 
the state. 
In order for the Board 
of Health to green light the 
winter season, Holyoke must 
enter the yellow category by 
next Thursday, Christmas 
Eve, and remain that way 
through Jan. 11. The case rate 
has lowered in the past cou- 
ple of Department of Public 
Health reports, but not to 
the point where the city has 


See SPORTS page 11 


























Basketball and swimming have 
been approved to be played if the 
city can get out of the high-risk 
category. 





Suspect 
arrested in 
homicide 


HOLYOKE —- On 
Saturday, Dec. 12 at approxi- 
mately 1:55 p.m. the Holyoke 
Police Department respond- 
ed to the 300 block of Walnut 
Street for a reported shoot- 
ing. The Holyoke Police 
Department immediately initi- 
ated an investigation and con- 
tacted the Massachusetts State 
Police Detective Unit assigned 
to the Hampden District 
Attorney’s Office. 

Officers located two vic- 
tims at the scene, both were 
imme - 
diately 
rushed to 
Baystate 
Medical 
Center. 

One 
of the vic- 
tims suc- 
cumbed 
to his 
injuries, 
he is a 
15-year- 
old juvenile male from 
Holyoke. 

Investigators quickly 
developed information on the 
suspected shooter and identi- 
fied him as Angel Gonzalez, 
22, of Holyoke. Investigators 
believed he fled out of state 
and began working with 
Connecticut law enforcement 


See HOMICIDE, page 11 





Angel Gonzalez 


> In The News 








HOLYOKE —- This coming March, Holyoke 
Community College will offer a weekly series of bak- 
ing classes aimed at parents and their children who 
want to learn to create tasty treats together under the 
guidance of a professional chef. 

The “Bake With Me” series runs for four consecu- 
tive Fridays in March from 4 to 5:30 p.m. over Zoom. 

Each class will focus on a different dessert: March 
5 (Key Lime Pie); March 12 (caramel cheesecake); 
March 19 (blackberry cobbler a la mode); March 26 
(royal icing sugar cookies). 

Classes will be led by Chef Maureen Benton, an 
instructor in HCC’s Culinary Arts program. 
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“’Bake With Me’ offers families a fun way to 
connect, laugh and learn together from the comfort of 
their own kitchens,” said Michele Cabral, HCC execu- 
tive director of Business, Corporate and Professional 
Development. “Since the pandemic started, my hus- 
band and I have been Zoom cooking with our grand- 
son and love the memories we are creating as a fam- 
ily.” 

Each session costs $49 and comes with a special 
baking kit. The kit includes a shopping list, reci- 
pe cards and two kid-sized kitchen tools: Session 1 
(apron and whisk); Session 2 (chef’s hat and spatula); 
Session 3 (oven mitt and ice cream scoop); Session 4 
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Keep your car clean this winter 
VZidamoll ama Celilet-\Vm stele) d(-1m-y-1(-1 


Get a Packet of 5 Silver Car Wash 


Tickets for only $19.95°* 
(valued at $39.75) 


Get a Packet of 5 Gold Car Wash 
Tickets for only $29.95* 

(valued at $54.75) 

Wash, clearcoat protection, 
undercarriage and wheel 

brightener. 


*Offers Expire on 1/2/2021 


To Protect your car and 
it’s paint job this winter, 
keep it salt-free. 


We can help! 


(413) 532-2378 %* 990 Main Street, Holyoke, MA 
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HCC’s ‘Bake With Me’ series focused on families 


(dish towl and rolling pin). 

The kits will be available for pickup, dropoff or 
delivery by mail. 

“When kids learn to bake, they develop confi- 
dence, and, without knowing it, they are also practic- 
ing their math skills, as they learn to measure ingredi- 
ents and scale up or scale down a recipe,’ Cabral said. 
“But the classes will also offer kids a chance to play in 
the kitchen. They get to experiment, be creative, and, 
in the end, they’ll have a yummy treat to share with 
their families.” 

Class size is limited. To register for one or more 
sessions, please go to: hcc.edu/bake-with-me. 


Chef Maureen Benton will lead HCC’s new Bake With Me 


series, which is aimed at parents and their children. 
Submitted photo 





| eat Energy welcomes 
Richard O’Hearn as 
CHP specialist 


HOLYOKE - Aegis Energy, EDF Group, the 
leading provider of cogeneration technology, today 
announced that Richard O’Hearn has come on board 
in the role of CHP Specialist. His hire comes during 
an extended period of growth; Aegis recently hired 12 
employees and has plans to continue to add to the team. 

A Certified Energy Manager by the Association of 
Energy Engineers, Richard capably informs customers 
about the benefits of Combined Heat and Power (CHP), 
building strong relationships with new and existing 
clients in the process. A former employee of Siemens, 
he is no stranger to the energy industry or green tech- 
nology. 

Aegis President Lee Vardakas shared that, “Richard 
has an uncanny ability to translate technical elements 
into financial metrics. This proves especially valu- 
able during energy assessments, allowing customers to 
understand the significant financial benefits of CHP to 
their facilities and bottom lines.” 

Vardakas stated that his company’s four available 
positions include: business development specialist 
(entry level), new business development manager, gen- 
erator technician, and field services technician. 


B&D PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


Carpentry, Painting, Roofing, Apartment Turnovers, 
Cleanups, Lawncare, Fall Cleanup, Snow Removal & More. 
Since 1982. HIC# 175887. Insured. References. 


413-455-5458 
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AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 


* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 


* State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 
610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 
* Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. ® John P. Griffin, D.D.S. 
® Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. see He tak D.M.D. 
Cara M. Seidel, D 
Care Credit Financing A “arti and 
Most Credit Cards and Dental Plans Accepted 





Fentanyl seized during narcotics investigation 


HOLYOKE - A long running 
investigation into a substantial drug 
trafficking organization culminated 
last week with the arrest of five sus- 
pects, and the seizure of over two kilo- 
grams of Fentanyl, two kilograms of 
cocaine, 11 firearms, and approximate- 
ly $12,000. Participating in the inves- 
tigation were: the Hampden District 
Attorney’s Office, the Hampden District 
Attorney’s Hampden County Narcotics 
Task Force and the Massachusetts State 
Police Detective Unit assigned to the 
Hampden District Attorney’s Office, 
Massachusetts Attorney General’s 
Office, Springfield Police Department 
Narcotics Unit, United States Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, 
Homeland Security Investigations, the 
West Springfield, Holyoke, Chicopee 
Police Departments, Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Department, Massachusetts 
State Police’s Commonwealth Interstate 
Narcotics Reduction Enforcement Team, 
Massachusetts State Police Gang Unit . 

Hampden District Attorney Anthony 
D. Gulluni stated, “This long running, 
multi-agency investigation has disman- 
tled a prominent drug trafficking organi- 
zation here in the western Massachusetts 
region. The large amount of narcotics 
seized, specifically the Fentanyl, and 
the dismantling of this organization, 
unquestionably has saved many lives. 
The agencies and officers involved 
should be commended for operating 
a very successful and intricate inves- 
tigation that targeted the trafficking 
of Fentanyl, an extraordinarily potent 
drug that has killed thousands across 
Massachusetts just over the past few 
years.” 
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A large suerte of Fentanyl was seized in a drug investigation last week. 


On December 5, 2020 members of 
the District Attorney’s Hampden County 
Narcotics Task Force executed a search 
watrant on Julian Delgado’s residence at 
26 Columbia Terrace in Springfield for 
his alleged involvement in the distribu- 
tion of cocaine. A preceding motor vehi- 
cle stop, which led to the arrest of Julian 
Delgado, 29, of Springfield, yielded one 
kilogram of cocaine. The subsequent 
search of his home yielded another kilo- 
gram of cocaine, found in a cardboard 
box under a Christmas tree. 

Julian Delgado has been charged 
with: Trafficking a Class B Drug 
“Cocaine” Over 200 Grams, and 
Operating a Motor Vehicle with a 
Suspended License. 

On December 7, 2020, investigators 


EARLY DEADLINE 
For All Advertising 
& CLASSIFIEDS 


To celebrate 
CHRISTMAS, 
the Advertising 
Deadline will be 

NOON 
FRI., DEC. 18 
for the week of 

Dec. 22-25 


Turle yo 


rey’ Inc. 
www.turley.com 





To celebrate 
NEW YEAR, 
the Advertising 
Deadline will be 

NOON 
WED., DEC. 23 
for the week of 
Dec. 29- van. 1 


24 Water Street . & 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-283-8393 


for all PUBLIC NOTICES... 


to run the week of 
December 21-25, 2020: 


e Thursday, Dec. 17 at NOON 
The Register, Sentinel, 
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
Quaboag Current 
e Friday, Dec. 18 at Noon 
Barre Gazette, Country Journal, 
Ware River News 
The Journal Register 
e Monday, Dec. 21 at noon 
Town Reminder, 
Chicopee Register and 
The Holyoke Sun 


to run the week of 
December 28 - 
January 1, 2021: 


e Wednesday, Dec. 23 at noon 
The Register, Sentinel, 

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
Quaboag Current, Barre Gazette, 
Country Journal, Ware River News 
The Journal Register 

e Monday, Dec. 28 at noon 

Town Reminder, Chicopee Register 
and The Holyoke Sun 


Submitted photo 


learned that Maralaisy Gil and Junior 
Degracia would be traveling to the 
Lawrence, Mass. area to procure a large 
quantity of Heroin/Fentanyl. Later in the 
evening, a traffic stop was conducted in 
which six large bags containing approx- 
imately 2.87 kilograms of Fentanyl was 
found in the vehicle. 

Both Junior Degracia, 41, and 
Maralaisy Gil, 39, both of Springfield, 
have been arrested and charged with 
Trafficking in Heroin/Fentanyl Over 200 
Grams. 

The following day, on December 
8, 2020, search warrants were executed 
in Springfield and Belchertown result- 
ing in the arrests of the following two 
Individuals for the following offenses: 

John Feliciano, 45, of Springfield, 


4. 5 it 


rt 


|| Fe 
PP ff 


0] aN 
oO 6°) N N 
Bs 6) © SS 


0) & N 
No © oO 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Popular pickup truck 

4. Profoundly wise men 

9. Camera company 

14. Folk singer DiFranco 46. Crest of a hill 

15, Passerine birds 49, Atomic #52 

16. Plum-shaped fruit 50. Caesar, comedian 
used for preserves 51. Breaks apart 

17. Popular kids channel 55. Register formally 

18. Dodgers’ skipper (Brit. sp.) 

20. Removes 58. Worker 

22. The Atlantic isone 59. Chemical compound 

23. Badgerlike mammal 60. Disgraced newsman 

24. Foulness 64. Born of 

28. Luke’s mentor 65. Chemical substance 
__-Wan 66. Supernatural powers 

29. Commercial 67. Clothes 

30. A type of gin 68. Indy footballers 

31. Temptress 69. Moves forward 

33. Shuts in an enclosed 70. Midway between 
space south and southeast 

37. Milligram 

38. Actress Adams 

39. Strive to equal or 
match 
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41. Health insurance 
42. A detective’s source 
43. Small American rails 
44 Alfred, Brit. poet 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Driver 
2. Bone cavities 





Inthe News ¢ 


charged with: Trafficking in 
Heroin/Fentanyl Over 200 Grams, 
Manufacturing in Heroin/Fentanyl, 
Commission of a Felony while Armed, 
Conspiracy to Violate 94C Narcotic 
Laws, Unlawful Possession of a Firearm 
(10 Counts), Possession of a Sawed- 
Off Shotgun, Possession of Ammunition 
without FID Card 

Jose Antonio Diaz, 46, of 
Belchertown, charged with: Trafficking 
in Heroin/Fentanyl Over 200 Grams, 
Manufacturing in Heroin/Fentanyl, 
Conspiracy to Violate 94C Narcotic 
Laws, Unlawful Possession of a Firearm 
(10 counts), Possession of a Sawed-Off 
Shotgun, Possession of Ammunition 
without FID Card. 

Recovered during these search- 
es were the following: Approximately 
400 Grams of Heroin/Fentanyl, Eleven 
Firearms (7 Pistols, 2 Rifles, 1 AR15 
Rifle & a Sawed-off Shotgun), Two (2) 
Ballistic Vests , $11,200 US Currency, 
and Numerous rounds of various ammu- 
nition. 

The Massachusetts Attorney 
General’s Office provided funding for 
this investigation. AG Healey’s Office 
has prioritized combatting the opioid 
crisis and has been working closely 
with federal, state and local partners to 
fight illegal drug trafficking through- 
out New England. The AG’s Fentanyl 
Strike Force was created in 2016 using 
a $1 million federal grant that has since 
been strengthened with an additional 
$5.6 million in funding to expand ongo- 
ing multistate and cross-jurisdictional 
investigations. 

Arraignment information was not 
immediately available. 
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2/. Edible lily bulbs 

31. Quarterbacks take 
them 

32. Organic compound 

34. Tears down (Brit.) 

35. Beloved Hollywood 
alien 

36. Unconscious 

40. Missouri 

41. Firemen use them 

45. Pig noise 

47. Greatly dismay 

48. |mitator 

92. Moves by turning 
over 

53. Boxing’s GOAT 

54. Swarms with 

96. Margarines 

5/7. Feudal superior 

59. As fast as can be 
done 

60. Reciprocal of a sine 

61. Chinese city 


62. Tell on 
63. United 
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3. Menacing 

4, Where coaches patrol 

5. Greek mythological 
figure 

6. War-based board 
game 

7. Midway between 
northeast and east 

8. 18-year period in 
astronomy 

9. Mid-century term 
used to describe 
Japanese-Americans 

10. Large bodies of 
water 

11. Eurasian ryegrass 

12. Perform on stage 

13. Greek island 

19. 10th month of the 
year (abbr.) 

21. One point east of 
southeast 

24, Belgian city 

25. Praise excessively 

26. River in France 


CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9 
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Price Must Be Paid 


By Thomas J. Kennedy 


Trade off — Good — Bad — Values 
Too much immorality, Leads to disrespect 
And trespassing and escape. 
Do your own thing first; Me first — Do your 
own thing. 
Get lost in the crowd — No responsibility then 
Be yourself if not the crowd. 


Secular Sameness leads to pleasure 

— not happiness 
Always resent — short term. 
As Acquisition, comparison doesn’t last. 
Give children back their childhood 
And quit making them junior adults-Greatest 
injustice to me — 
“ Cheating a child out of their Childhood.” 


Jesus doesn’t mind sharing 
His Birthday with Santa 
Let them be children . . . 


Long slow time of imagination, wonder 
Play, surprises and let them win .. . 
And let the hood stay over the child . 

Don’t take away their innocence 
by gross media words and visually. 


Losing self growth and Dream ability- 
Living too fast. 
Don’t correct a child when you’re angry or 
lose control. 

Someday you will learn who hurt who. 
Don’t let anyone control you unless good 
Don’t react... Be patient 
And put the punishment (if needed) by priority 
And adult to child talking at their level. 


Discipline with goodness is a must for love 
Respect with love is a must for goodness 
All rights have equal responsibility 
Every possession you own has a duty — 
And every opportunity 
has a dedicated obligation. 

Please live by Peace, Love and Joy 
And make your contribution for a better 
World. 
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Poinsettias appreciate extra TLC 


few minutes can damage the plant. 


very Christmas the poin- 

; FM: EEE : 
settia takes the stage, front GARDEN Therefore, insert into a bag or pro- 
and center, in grocery and tective sleeve for the ride home 


box store displays. The deep red 
bracts lure buyers to make them 
part of their holiday decorat- 
ing. Pretty? For sure, but with- 
out proper care, the plant won’t 
have a chance past New Year’s 


best throughout the holiday sea- 
son and then some. 

It’s important that you start off with a 
healthy plant. Choose a poinsettia with dark 
green foliage all the way to the soil line. 
Color should completely cover the bracts on 
the upper portion of the plant. Avoid plants 
whose flowers (located in the center of the 
bracts) show pollen. If pollen is evident, 
the plant is old. Be wary of those that are 
displayed in plastic or paper sleeves or even 
those that are elbow to elbow. Poinsettias 
need room to spread out, and the longer they 
are cramped, the more likely it is that their 
quality will be impacted. Wilted plants are 
also best avoided, as this may indicate more 
than dry soil alone. 

Poinsettias are cold sensitive. 
Temperatures under 50 degrees for even a 


sn 





Day. Let’s learn what we can do ROBERTA drafts, warm or cold, and place 
; MCQUAID 

to keep this favorite looking its mR UREEY, far enough away from windows to 

COLUMNIST 


from the store and do not leave 
in an unheated car while you run 
other errands! Once home, posi- 
tion the poinsettia in a location 
where it will receive indirect light 
for at least six hours a day. Avoid 


prevent the foliage from touching 
cold glass. Chances are if you are 
comfortable inside, your poinsettia will be 
as well. Temperatures from 65 to70 degrees 
during the day to around 55 at night will 
extend its life. 

Check the plant often to see if it needs 
water. If the soil is dry, water until droplets 
leak through the drainage holes in the pot. 
Saucers shouldn’t accumulate water. Dump 
the excess out after each watering so the 
plant won’t reabsorb it and become water- 
logged. Soil that remains soaking wet is 
likely to cause root rot. A visual indication 
of this irreversible disease is curled, wilting 
foliage and bracts. Hold off on fertilizing the 
plant while it is in bloom. 


See GARDEN, page 6 





Will my U.K. pension affect my Social Security? 


By Russell Gloor 


ear Rusty: I lived and worked in the 
United Kingdom prior to 


coming to the U.S. at age 
45, which qualified me for a U.K. 
State Pension worth the equiva- 
lent of about $740 U.S. dollars per 
month. Since moving to the U.S. I have con- 
tributed to the U.S. Social Security system 
for 14 years and my estimated U.S. Social 
Security benefit is $1,643 per month. I have 
heard about something called “WEP” and 
must be honest and say I don’t fully under- 
stand. Can you provide some advice or ref- 
erences so I can understand what happens 
to these sums when I retire? I don’t have 
any other pension income, so understanding 
these numbers is important. FYI, I hold both 
U.S. and U.K. passports and will retire in the 
U.S.A. Signed: Blessed from the UK 
Dear Blessed: The “WEP” provision you 
refer to is known as the “Windfall Elimination 
Provision.” It affects anyone who is eligible to 
collect Social Security benefits, but who also 
has a pension from another entity (corpora- 
tion, public agency, or foreign country) which 
did not participate in the U.S. Social Security 
program (meaning that SS FICA payroll taxes 
weren’t paid during that employment). WEP 
will reduce your U.S. Social Security benefit 
by using a special formula to compute your 
benefit amount. Generally, the WEP reduction 
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is determined either by the number of years of 
substantial Social Security covered earnings 
that you have, or the WEP maximums (one 
of which is that your U.S. Social 
Security can’t be reduced by more 
than half of your non-covered pen- 
sion). With less than 20 years pay- 
ing into the U.S. system, you will 
incur one of the maximum WEP reductions. 

Something else important to understand 
is that the current estimate you have from 
Social Security doesn’t include the WEP 
reduction. That estimate assumes that you will 
continue to earn at your current level until you 
reach your full retirement age. You haven’t 
shared your birthdate, but from your email I 
assume you are now about 60-years-old. I 

f you were born in 1959, your full retire- 
ment age (FRA) for U.S. Social Security 
purposes is 66 years and 10 months (if you 
were born after that your FRA is 67, and if 
you were born before that subtract 2 months 
for each year prior to 1959). Your FRA is 
when you will get your “full” Social Security 
benefit. If you claim before that (age 62 is 
the earliest you can claim) your benefit will 
be reduced (even before WEP), and if you 
wait beyond your FRA you’ll earn Delayed 
Retirement Credits (DRCs) which will 
increase your benefit amount. DRCs stop at 
age 70. 

Based upon what you’ve told me, I 
believe that your WEP reduction will prob- 


ably be limited to one of the maximums, 
either half of your monthly U.K. pension, 
or the maximum for your “eligibility year” 
(20227). We don’t yet know what the standard 
maximum WEP reduction for 2022 will be, 
but for 2020 it is $480. That is the most that 
your Social Security benefit could normal- 
ly be reduced. But if your U.K. pension 1s 
about $740 U.S. Dollars, then your maximum 
reduction should be about $370, because the 
WEP reduction can’t be more than half of 
your non-covered (U.K.) pension. So, your 
U.S. Social Security benefit of $1,643 will 
most likely be reduced by about $370 to about 
$1,303. You will need to contact the U.K. pen- 
sion system to see if any of your U.K. pension 
will be offset by your U.S. Social Security 
benefits. 

This article is intended for informa- 
tion purposes only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a question, 
visit our website (amacfoundation.org/pro- 
grams/social-security-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 


A Quole 


OF NOTE 


“People who are 
crazy enough 
to think they 

can change the 
world, are the 
ones who do.” 


Rob Siltanen 





Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ- 
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num- 
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author- 
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub- 
lished. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega- 
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed. 

Deadline for submis- 
sions is Wednesday at 
noon. 

Please email (pre- 
ferred) letters to the- 
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 








at gig speed. 


Spread holiday cheer 


‘Tis the season for fast, reliable Internet with top-notch coverage. With Xfinity, you can 
choose the speed that works best for you, all the way up to gig. Plus, Advanced Security 
is included at no extra cost with Xfinity xFi, so you can rest easy knowing that your 
connected devices are protected — just log in and activate through the Xfinity app. 

It's all powered by the largest gig-speed network outside the North Pole. 


Get started with Or pick your speed, 


Xfinity Internet for with options up to gig 


S 99 aa 
Choose your speed 
amo. 
/1yr. 


600 Mbps 


No term contract required 


Equipment, taxes and other charges extra 
and subject to change. See details below. 


Go to xfinity.com, call 1-800-xfinity or visit an Xfinity Store today. 


200 Mbps 





Enjoy 
aq powerful 
Internet 
experience 


xfinity 


Offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing. Must enroll within 30 days of placing order for advertised offer. Without enrollment, service charge automatically increases by $10/mo. Automatic payment 
and paperless-billing discount appears on bill within 30 days of enrolling. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are canceled during the 12-month period, or if service is downgraded to Limited Basic only, the $10/mo. discount 
will be discontinued. Offer ends 1/31/21. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. New residential customers only. Limited to Performance Internet 100 Mbps. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees extra, and subject to change 
during and after promo. After promo, regular rates apply. Comcast's service charge for Performance Internet is $77.95/mo. (subject to change). Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. Actual speeds 
vary and are not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed, visit xfinity.com/networkmanagement. xFi and xFi Advanced Security require Xfinity Internet and compatible gateway. xFi Advanced Security activation requires Xfinity app 


login. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA234019-0002 NED-WNE-Springfield-Holiday-V3 
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ERS LAY WREATHS AT VETERANS CEMETERY 
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On an overcast morning, Saturday, Dec. 12, volunteers gathered to lay wreaths at the Veterans Memorial Cemetery in 
Agawam. The job was done with a group of 16 volunteers who put out 52 wreaths, a number that unfortunately keeps 
growing each year. The wreaths honor members of the Westover Air Force. Photos from left, wreaths are lined up to be 
distributed to veterans’ graves. Many volunteers made their way to Agawam Veteran’s Cemetery to lay wreaths. The wreath- 





Acres of Beautiful Live Christmas Trees 


222 Upper Moss Hill Rd. 


Russell, MA 01071 
413-862-3815 


Find us on Facebook 
at Moss Hill Tree Farm 


MOss HILL 
TREE FARM 


Since 1956 


The Mason Family Open Dawn to Dark 


until Christmas 


SELECT & CUT-YOUR-OWN 


Live Spruces « Balsam ° Frazier * Concolor Firs 
$25 - $50 All Sizes up to 16 feet 
Two Trees for $60 ~ Bring a Friend ~ Some Pre-Cut 


On Weekends We Offer FREE: 


Warming Fires * Helpers * Loaner Saws * Evergreen Boughs 
Please Be COVID Safe / Bring In This Ad for 10% Off 


A New Book 
About The Flats 
of Holyoke 


Written by Barbara (Reed) Raschilla 


If you live in 
Holyoke or have 
ever lived in The 
Flats, a book of 

memories of a nine 
year old will take 
you back to a time 
when a family 
of six could live 
on a $12 a week 
paycheck. Included are photographs 
of Holyoke icons that were victims of 
urban “renewal” programs. 


A Mill Town Christmas 
Remembered 


This book is available at 
Highlands Hardware & Bike Shop, 
Odyssey Bookshop, Amazon, and 
Off the Common Books-Levellers Press 
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laying during the holidays has become a yearly tradition, and despite the pandemic, 2020 was no different. 


Submitted photos 
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It’s unfortunate that few people keep 
their poinsettias past the holiday season. 
When I was a kid my Mom succeeded 
at getting hers to bloom again the fol- 
lowing Christmas. Here’s what to do 
if you’d like to try it: In early April cut 
back the plant to eight inches. Fertilize 
with an all purpose houseplant fertiliz- 
er once a month. New growth should 
appear by the end of May. After the 
danger of frost has passed, move the 
plant outdoors. Continue to water but 
increase fertilization to every two weeks. 
Pinch plants in late June or early July 
to promote bushy growth. At this time 
you may also wish to repot the poinset- 
tia. Select a pot one size larger, filling 
around the root ball with a good potting 
soil. Bring the plant indoors as tempera- 
tures fall. 

The poinsettia is photoperiodic, and 
long nights of uninterrupted darkness 
encourage it to bloom. In greenhouses, 
growers go to great lengths to withhold 


light, as even small amounts can delay or 
stop the plant from setting bud. At home, 
putting the plant in the closet for 14 
hours each night is your best bet. Most 
people get on a5 p.m. to 8 a.m. schedule 
beginning on Oct. 1, and continue it for 
eight to 10 weeks until color shows on 
the bracts. Night temperatures should be 
no higher than 70 degrees or flowering 
may be delayed. 

While my Mom achieved colorful 
bracts, the plant itself was a bit leggy 
and the foliage not so green. Perhaps 
more fertilizer and a harder pinch would 
have made our experiment more success- 
ful. Give it a try yourself and maybe you 
will have even better results! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For the 
last 28 years, she has held the position 
of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject 
line. 
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No locker rooms, scrums in hockey modifications 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION -—- The parking 
lots at Olympia Ice Center and 
Fitzpatrick Rink could be very 
crowded this winter with stu- 
dents being forced to change 
outdoors as part of the modifi- 
cations made to ice hockey for 
the 2020-2021 season. 

High school guidelines 
from the office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs required 
locker rooms to be closed at ice 
hockey arenas. 

The only reason the locker 
rooms can be used is for players 
to use the bathroom and sinks. 

“Participants must wear-in/ 
wear-out clothes or dress in the 


parking lot or other designated 
area,’ the guidelines state. 

The change is to limit close 
contact among teammates due 
to locker rooms being very con- 
gested spaces with a lot of pads 
and equipment taking up even 
more space. 

One change for hockey ver- 
sus other sports is the ability 
for players to wear gaiters on 
the ice. Typically, face cover- 
ings for players and fans alike 
in most sports requires a mask 
that has loops that go over the 
ear, securely covering the mouth 
and nose. Hockey players are 
allowed to wear gaiters, which 
were viewed as less secure by 
some. Gaiter will be allowed for 
hockey players provided they 


are multi-ply. 

One of the tougher parts to 
comply with is the fact only 20 
players will be allowed to dress 
for the game, and some extend- 
ed bench areas will be needed 
for both teams in order to social 
distance enough. Typically, 
22 players are allowed on the 
roster for varsity games. Only 
three coaches will be allowed 
on benches for games, though 
that is close to average for most 
hockey teams. 

Having more than one play- 
er in the penalty box will also 
be a new challenge as only one 
player is allowed in the penalty 
box at a time. According to the 
guidelines, other spaces must be 
designated for players to serve 


penalties. 

“One person in the penalty 
box at a time,” the guidelines 
state. “If another player must be 
in a designated ‘auxiliary box/ 
location,’ they must be social 
distanced either outside the pen- 
alty box or in the bench area 
as close to the penalty box as 
possible; when possible the sec- 
ond and or subsequent penal- 
ized players must move to the 
penalty box upon the exit of the 
previously penalized player.” 

There is in option for sub- 
sequent players to serve penal- 
ties on their bench if necessary. 

The biggest change fans 
will notice with play on the ice 
is the elimination of “scrums.” 
These are plays typically when 


multiple players go after a loose 
puck in a corner of the ice. They 
usually take place on either side 
of the goal. 

The guidelines only allow 
for one player from each team 
to be involved in a scrum. Once 
a third player joins, play must 
be stopped by the referee. Play 
also will be stopped if the scrum 
lasts more than five seconds. 

High schools played fall 
sports in geographically-formed 
leagues in order to limit contact 
between too many schools. The 
plan will be similar for hockey, 
but leagues will look different 
because there are fewer teams. 
There were also no restrictions 
placed on co-op programs and 
they will be allowed to play. 





Seekonk Speedway announces 
events for next season 


SEEKONK — Seekonk 
Speedway is looking ahead to 
a fresh, exciting 2021 season. 
On Dec. 3, the Massachusetts 
third-mile announced the full 
schedule of events for 2021 
-- one that will mark the 75th 
anniversary of full-time racing. 
Seekonk Speedway looks for- 
ward to welcoming fans back 
to the grandstands safely, as the 
recent vaccine announcements 
for COVID-19 are welcomed 
news and talks continue with 
the state of Massachusetts. 

Multiple major events 
headline the 2021 sched- 
ule -- including the ISMA 
Supermodified and Boston 
Louie NEMA Midget and 
NEMA Lite Races (June 9), the 
annual $10,000 to win Open 
Wheel Wednesday headlined by 
the Tri Track Open Modified 
Series (June 30), the inaugu- 
ral $10,000 to win Bay State 
Summer Classic with the PASS 
Pro Stocks (July 28), the annual 
DAV Fall Classic (Sept. 24 to 
25) and the Haunted Hundred, 


headlined by Tri Track (Oct. 
23). 

The slate includes 18 
Saturday Night Showdowns -- 
showcasing Seekonk’s premiere 
Pro Stocks, Everett’s Auto 
Parts Late Models, Helger’s 
South Coast Power Equipment 
Sportsman and Chaz Auto Body 
Sport Trucks. It will also see 
the return of the Fast Friday 
Series -- with 16 events for the 
Nick’s Pit Stop Legends Cars, 
Helger’s Pure Stocks, Sport 
4’s and Seekonk Grand Prix 
Bandoleros. Seekonk is pleased 
to welcome back all divisions 
and their sponsors, while adding 
Chaz Auto Body to the team of 
division sponsors. 

With COVID-19 shutting 
down Saturday night competi- 
tion and Thrill Shows in 2020, 
and only Fast Friday drivers hit- 
ting the track due to regulations 
from the state of Massachusetts 
to stop the spread of the virus, 
it’s only fitting that the 75th 


See SPEEDWAY, page 8 


Mutiny GM Ferrara 
takes helm 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


years. 
Kolodziey 


tive things in life.” 


Pioneers squad. 


LUDLOW — Along with 
being the longtime boys’ var- 
sity soccer coach at Ludlow 
High School, Greg Kolodziey 
has also been the General 
Manager of the Western Mass. 
Pioneers for more than ten 


recently 
stepped down as the Pioneers 
G.M. due to personal reasons. 
“I’m excited about some 
new challenges that lie ahead,’ 
Kolodziey said. “I hope to 
spend more time on the soccer 
field doing what I enjoy most, 
coaching kids, and assisting 
and encouraging them to be 
good students so once they get 
through the graduation line, 
they are ready to do good, posi- 


Kolodziey is still planning 
to continue coaching the boys’ 
varsity soccer team at his alma 
mater in the fall of 2021. He 
also coaches a Western United 


Joe Ferrara, who like 
Kolodziey is a lifelong resident 
of Ludlow, has been named as 
the new General Manager of 
the Western Mass. Pioneers. 


Kolodziey steps down as Pioneers GM 


Lusitano Stadium 
in Ludlow, didn’t 
play any matches 
in 2020 because of 
the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

“We’re hoping 
to have a season 
next year, but we’re 
planning for sever- 
al different scenar- 
10s,’ Ferrara said. 
“A normal regular 





Greg Kolodziey 





The New England Mutiny and Western Mass. Pioneers share a home 
stadium now. Mutiny owner Joe Ferrara was named the Pioneers GM. 


File photos 


soccer coach,” 
Ferrara said. “I’m 
looking forward to 
working with him 
on a daily basis.” 

The Pioneers 
assistant coaches 
are Dennis Gomes, 
Jay Willis, and John 
Voight. 

The Pioneers 
are members of 
the USL 2 League 


season, a shortened season, a 
season without fans, or no sea- 
son at all.” 

Before Kolodziey stepped 
down from his position, he and 
Ferrara shared the same office 
at Lusitano Stadium. 

“T do have a lot of respect 
for Greg and his family,” 
Ferrara said. “I would like 
to meet with him about the 
Pioneers.” 

The Pioneers, who had 
a very successful 2019 cam- 
paign, are coached by Federico 
Molinari. 

“Federico is a very good 


and compete in the Northeast 
Division of the Eastern 
Conference. 

The USL 2 League G.M. 
meetings are normally held 
in Florida in December, but 
they’re going to be held virtual 
in January. The 2021 schedule 
will be released at that time. 

The Pioneers qualified 
to play in the U.S. Open Cup 
last year, which was canceled. 
They’re hoping to play in the 
2021 Open Cup tournament. 

“It'll be great if we do 
play in the Open Cup next 


See KOLODZIEY, page 9 


He’s also the owner of the New 
England Mutiny and is the 
Commissioner of the United 
Women’s Soccer League. 

“The Pioneers have a great 
support staff and the Mutiny 
also have a great support staff, 
so I think [ll be able to run 
both organizations without 
very much difficulty,’ Ferrara 
said. “The biggest challenge 
right now is that we still don’t 
know what’s going to be hap- 
pening next spring.” 

The Pioneers and the 
Mutiny, who both play their 
home matches at historic 








Woody Pitkat was a big winner at the Sunoco World Series event. 
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anniversary be celebrated in 2021. 
Seekonk’s Fast Friday classes ran a 
10-race slate in front of no spectators in 
2020, however, they continued to show- 
case youth talent and some of the best 
racing Seekonk offers through the track’s 
YouTube channel. 

“Our schedule includes a bit of 
something for everyone who 1s a race fan 
in the region.” Ed St. Germain, Director 
of Business Development at Seekonk 
Speedway, said. “We’re excited for all of 
our special events, but above all, we can’t 
wait to welcome back our great fans and 
get our premiere Saturday night divisions 
back on the track in 2021.” 

The season opens with two Test and 
tune sessions on April 10 and 24, while 
opening weekend returns on Saturday 
and Sunday, May 1-2. Saturday will 
include the Classic Car Show and Swap 
Meet fans have come to love, with burn 
out drags and race practice. On Sunday, 
May 2, the engines fire in a race com- 
petition for the first time with the Pro 
Stocks, Late Models, Sportsman, Trucks 
and Spectator Drags. The season rolls 
from this starting point in May all the 
way through October, with more than 45 
events planned. 

Of the touring divisions included, 
two of them will visit Seekonk more 
than once -- with the prestigious Tri 
Track Open Modified Series bringing 
their top Modified talent for Open Wheel 
Wednesday (June 30) and the Haunted 
Hundred (October 23). Both races 
have a large purse and always attract 
the best Modified talent in the region. 
New for 2021, the American Canadian 
Tour (ACT) will also join the Haunted 
Hundred, along with the return of the 
Pro All Star Series (PASS) Super Late 
Models. All three races as part of the sea- 
son-finale will be 100 laps, matching the 
Haunted “Hundred” name. 


PASS, New England’s premier 
touring Super Late Model division, will 
return to Seekonk for three events overall 
in 2021 -- including the big $10,000 to 
win race on Wednesday, July 28. PASS 
will also help headline the two races that 
will close the season -- the annual Fall 
Classic, with a 150-lapper on Sept. 25, 
and the Haunted Hundred. 

The track welcomes back five Thrill 


Leading the Way to 





Christopher Buffone, of Belchertown, was also a champion last season. 


Shows to the schedule -- with a show for 
Memorial Day (May 29), Independence 
Day (July 3), Mid-Summer Spectacular 
(July 31), Labor Day (Sept. 4) and the 
Pumpkin Smash (Oct. 9). Note that all 
Thrill Shows are on Saturday night’s 
-- giving weekly competitors the night 
off. There will also be a special event 
on Sunday, Aug. 8 -- headlined by the 
return of Monster Trucks and the first 
ever Spectator Drag race -- where drivers 
will double up and actually race for mul- 
tiple laps together on the track, instead of 
just in a one-on-one format. 

As part of the weekly slate, track 
champions will be crowned in all nine 
divisions. Championship battles for 
all divisions except the Pro Stocks will 
include as part of the DAV Fall Classic 
weekend on Sept. 24 and 25, as the Fall 
Classic returns to a two-day race for- 
mat, with a practice session on Thursday 
night, Sept. 23. The Pro Stock title battle 
wraps on Saturday, Sept. 18, on Ocean 
State Oil Night, allowing drivers to com- 
pete with PASS at the Fall Classic. 

The Phil’s Propane Triple Crown 
Series returns after a year off due to 
COVID, with a three-race, extra distance, 
set of races for all of Seekonk’s divisions. 
The Pro Stock Triple Crown Series races 
will be 60 laps, while the Late Models 
will shift to 45 laps. The Sportsman and 
Sport Trucks remain at 35, while the Pure 
Stocks, Sport 4’s and Legends Cars are 


a Brand New Day 


Thomas Accomando 


Skilled Nursing Administrator 


Emily Uguccioni 
Executive Director 


File photos 


set for 30. As always, the Seekonk Grand 
Prix Bandolero division runs 15 laps for 
all of their events, but will also crown a 
Triple Crown champion. 

Phil’s Propane Triple Crown Series 
Dates: 

Pro Stocks: June 5, July 16, Aug. 21 

Late Models: May 22, June 26, Aug. 
GA 

Sportsman: May 15, June 19, Aug. 
21 

Sport Trucks: May 8, June 12, Aug. 
ZI 

Legends Cars: June 25, July 30, 
Aug. 20 

Pure Stocks: June 18, July 16, Aug. 
20 

Sport 4: June 11, July 23, Aug. 20 

Bandolero: June 4, July 9, Aug. 20 

The Everett’s Auto Parts Diamond 
Races are on the schedule, with three 
special events for the Pro Stocks and the 
Late Models. All of these races will be 
50 laps for both divisions, including a 
night where both classes run the 50’s on 
Saturday, Aug. 14. 

Everett’s Auto Parts Diamond Race 
Dates: 

Pro Stocks: June 26, July 24, Aug. 
14 

Late Models: June 19, July 17, Aug. 
14 

The Troy City Tactical Spectator 
Drag Series is back, with drivers set to 
compete in a 10-race series starting on 


1DY,0 @sy.4010) 4 
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Angela Williams 


Director of Nursing 


Innovative, compassionate and creative, our new leaders bring decades of experience in long-term 


healthcare to Day Brook Village. With their passion for senior care, commitment to excellence and 
history of successful leadership, we look forward to the positive impact they will have on our residents, 


staff and neighbors in the Pioneer Valley. 


Call 413-538-7551 to schedule a tour of our community and meet our team. 


298 Jarvis Avenue | Holyoke, MA 01040 | 413-538-7551 | www.daybrookvillage.org 
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May 2 and ending on Oct. 9. In the mid- 
dle, drivers will thrill fans in front of both 
Saturday night crowds and Thrill Show 
fans. 

The Power 5 Series will return for 
Helger’s Southcoast Power Equipment 
Sportsman, with five races set for 30 laps 
instead of 25, with a bit of extra purse 
money on the line courtesy of Helger’s. 
Sponsorship is available for Power 5 
races for the remainder of Seekonk’s 
Saturday night divisions. 

The schedule also includes the spe- 
cial returns of Military Night, Youth 
Sports Night, the STAR and NEAR 
Antique Racer divisions, R.I. Shriners 
Night (with Trike Races), Fans on 
Parade, Scout Night, the Pit Party, Phil’s 
Propane night, Helger’s Southcoast 
Power Equipment night and the annu- 
al Fan Appreciation night sponsored by 
Everett’s Auto Parts. 

Seekonk looks forward to welcom- 
ing back a long list of supporters for the 
2021 season, and can’t thank those who 
stepped up in 2020 enough. See below 
for a full list of 2021 sponsors to this 
point: 

Everetts Auto Parts, Helger’s 
Southcoast Power Equipment, Phil’s 
Propane, Ocean State Oil, Solar 
Theraputics, PEPSI, T. Moreshead 
Landscaping, Sunoco Race Fuels, 
American Racer, Elmwood Dodge, 
Bristol Toyota, First Ford, Troy City 
Tactical, Shriners Childrens Hospital, 
Roger Williams Zoo, Precision Harley 
Davidison, Columbus Energies, Chick 
Fil A, Seekonk Grand Prix, Chaz Auto 
Body, Nick Lascuola Racing, Lambert 
Brothers Racing, Spring Villa Memory 
Care, Viper Graphics, Nick’s Pit Stop, 
Nat’s Racing Engines, KC’s Burger Bar, 
Miller Brewing, Coors Light, WCTK Cat 
Country, Four Town Farms 

The full schedule is subject to 
change. 

Seekonk Speedway will release 
additional updates about the 2021 season 
when available. For more information, 
follow the track on all social media chan- 
nels and visit seekonkspeedway.com. 
Please stay tuned for ticket release dates 
for advanced purchase. 

Fans should keep a lookout for new 
episodes of the Seekonk Speedway pod- 
cast series over the winter months, giving 
you a step back in time, a view of the 
present and a look into the future. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 


be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 





EAS} 
WAYS TO! 
REACH 
us 


Tene 


|» 
wl 


y 
PHONE 
413.283.8393 


Fax: 413.283.7017 
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 


EMAIL 
Advertising Sales 
Wendy Delcamp 
wdelcamp@turley.com 


















Interim Editor 


Gregory Scibelli 
thesun@turley.com 








WEB 
www.sun.turley.com 


J @ The Holyoke Sun 








The Sun is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. ¢ www.turley.com 





Discount Big E tickets available 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — Give the 
gift of fair fun in 2021 and put The Big 
E under the tree. 

Big E advance discount tickets, 
Value Passes, and Midway and Cream 
Puff vouchers are available for sale, just 
in time for holiday giving! 

Get your tickets to the 2021 Big 
E, which takes place Sept. 17 to Oct. 3, 
online at TheBigE.com and at the Box 
Office, which is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday through Dec. 23. 

Ticket options available are: 

Single Day admission tickets — $12 
adults/$8 children 6-12 

17-Day Value Passes — $40 
adults/$20 children age 6-12. This offer 


KOL ODZIE y from page 7 


year,” Ferrara said. “It gives the small- 
er clubs the chance to play with the big 
boys.” 

The Mutiny had played games in sev- 
eral different communities before coming 
to Ludlow in 2019. 

“Being able to have the Mutiny play 
home matches at Lusitano Stadium is very 
special to me,” Ferrara said. “I played 
games there when I was in high school and 
the atmosphere is great at the Stadium.” 

The Mutiny celebrated their 20th 
anniversary in 2019 and Ferrara has only 
missed one match since he formed the 
team in 1999. 

After taking a year off from soccer 
for the first time in many years, Ferrara 1s 
ready to watch both of his soccer teams 
play next summer. 

“Last summer was the first time in 20 
years that I wasn’t involved in soccer and 
it was refreshing. Soccer seasons can be a 
grind at times, especially when you’re not 
succeeding on the field,” Ferrara said. “I’m 


includes four FREE Giant Slide tickets 
for each Value Pass sold. 

Opening Day tickets (good for use 
on Sept. 17 only) — $10 

Midway Magic Vouchers — $25 

Six-pack of Big E Cream Puffs - 
$25 

All tickets, passes and vouchers 
are “print at home” documents, mak- 
ing the gift a perfect last-minute shop- 
ping option. To learn more, visit www. 
TheBigE.com/holidaytickets. 

The 2021 Big E will be jam-packed 
with food, entertainment, and so much 
more! Visit TheBigE.com to sign up for 
emails and connect on social media to be 
the first to receive exclusive information. 


Sports ¢€ 


ready to go now and the players are also 
ready to get back on the field again.” 

While the 2020 United Women’s 
Soccer League regular season was can- 
celed, a couple of showcase tournaments 
were held in Michigan and Florida last 
summer. 

The Mutiny, who are members UWS 
Eastern Conference, do have several play- 
ers from Western Mass. listed on their ros- 
ter. 

“Having the local soccer players 
play for the Mutiny really means a lot 
to me,” Ferrara said. “It’s nice to have 
players from Granby, Monson, Agawam, 
and Ludlow on the team. We’re repre- 
sented by ten communities in Western 
Massachusetts. There are a lot of talented 
high school girls’ soccer players from this 
area.” 

Several Mutiny players have been 
signed with N.W.S.L. and a few have 
played for professional teams in Europe. 

Jill Serafino is the Mutiny General 
Manager and Jeb Booth is planning on 
returning as the Mutiny head coach in 
2021. 





Inthe News ¢ 


Free COVID-19 testing at HCC 


extended until 


HOLYOKE — Free “Stop the 
Spread” COVID-19 testing at Holyoke 
Community College has been extended 
until March 31, 2021, according to the 
Holyoke Board of Health. 

Drive-through testing at HCC is 
conducted six days a week in park- 
ing lot H near the western entrance to 
the Donahue Building on the college’s 
main campus, 303 Homestead Ave. 

HCC has been serving as a “Stop 
the Spread” drive-through testing site 
since Aug. 26 to help reduce the spread 
of COVID-19. 

Drivers are asked to enter the cam- 
pus from Homestead Avenue, turn left 
onto the Campus Road and proceed to 
parking lot H. There will be signs and 
parking attendants on site to manage 
the flow of traffic. 

The HCC testing site is open 


March 31 


Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.; and 
Tuesday and Thursday from 2 p.m. to 
7 pam, 

Testing is free to all Massachusetts 
residents, and conducted on a first 
come, first serve basis. There are no 
appointments and no referral is nec- 
essary. Turnaround time for results is 
typically four days or fewer. 

More information on all of the 
Stop the Spread test sites across the 
state can be found at: https://www. 
mass.gov/info-details/stop-the-spread 

Please Note: Testing may some- 
times be cancelled due to inclement 
weather. Be sure to visit the Holyoke 
Board of Health website for up-to-date 
information on cancellations: https:// 
www.holyoke.org/departments/board- 
of-health. 





UMass Amherst Science Program 
announces new iCons class 


AMHERST -—- Andrew C. 
Bermudez, of Holyoke, is among 72 
undergraduates selected for the newest 
class of the Integrated Concentration 
in Science, or iCons, program at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst. 

More than 156 first-year and soph- 
omore students applied for one of the 
coveted iCons spots through a process 
open to roughly 5,000 undergradu- 
ate students, mostly majoring in sci- 
ence, technology, engineering or math 
(STEM). 

The current 1Cons cohort, the 11th 
to participate, will graduate the pro- 


gram in 2024. The UMass Amherst 
College of Natural Sciences’ 1Cons 
program builds on students’ course of 
study by providing them with further 
skills needed to enter the modern scien- 
tific workforce. 

In 2020, iCons admitted students 
from Isenberg School of Management 
to create well-rounded discipline-di- 
verse teams who will collaborate, 
identify and study innovative solutions 
to global problems making headlines 
today, such as climate change and 
antibiotic resistance. www.icons.cns. 
umass.edu. 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD20P2054EA 
Estate of: 

Helena Ambroziewicz 
Also Known As: 
Helena L. Ambroziewicz 
Date of Death: 
September 20, 2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interest- 
ed in the above captioned 
estate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Gregory J. Ambroziewicz of 
Easthampton, MA. 

Gregory J. Ambroziewicz 
of Easthampton, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the 
estate to serve without surety 
on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti- 
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminat- 
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro- 
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
12/18/2020 


LEGAL NOTICE 
CITY OF HOLYOKE 
GAS & ELECTRIC 
DEPARTMENT 
ELECTRIC LINE 
CONTRACTORS ANNUAL 
CONTRACT 

Sealed proposals for the 
above contract will be received 
by Holyoke Gas & Electric 
Dept. until 2:00 p.m., January 
26, 2021 at the Office of the 
Manager, 99 Suffolk St., 
Holyoke, MA 01040, at which 
time proposals will be publicly 
opened and read. 

Bid Deposit: 

Required Bid Deposit(s) 
are as follows: $25,000 is 
required for bids submitted 
for Overhead Distribution Line 
Construction and Maintenance 
only (includes any Street Light 
Maintenance work), $15,000 
is required for bids submitted 
for Overhead Transmission 
Line Construction and 
Maintenance only, $25,000 
is required for bids sub- 
mitted for Underground 
Line Construction and 
Maintenance work only and 
$65,000 is required for bids 
submitted for all Overhead 
Distribution and Transmission 
and Underground Line 
Construction and Maintenance 
work. 

Prevailing Wage Rates: 

Prevailing Wage Rates set 
by the Mass. Dept. of Labor & 
Industries shall be paid to all 
people engaged in work under 
this contract. 

Additional information may be 
obtained from: 
Chi Wong 
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept. 
99 Suffolk St. 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
(413) 536-9308 
cwong @hged.com 

The right is hereby reserved 
to reject any or all proposals, 
or to accept any proposal that 
in the opinion of the Manager 


may be for the best interest of 
the City of Holyoke. 

Please mark sealed enve- 
lopes “Bid for Electric 
Line Contractors Annual 
Contract” and address them 
to: 

James M. Lavelle, Manager 
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept. 
99 Suffolk St. 
Holyoke, MA 01040 

12/18/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P2050EA 
Estate of: 
Dawntasia Unique Jackson 
Date of Death: 08/03/2020 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Donnellia 
Jackson of Holyoke, MA 
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Donnellia Jackson of 
Holyoke, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 


01/07/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (80) days of the return 
day, action may be taken with- 
out further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: December 03, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
12/18/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P2089EA 
Estate of: 

Linda Macierowski 
Date of Death: 09/22/2020 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 


Public Notices 6é 


and Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Michael Macierowski 
of Holyoke, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Michael Macierowski of 
Holyoke, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
01/06/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appearance 


Ea 


and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken with- 
out further notice to you. 
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: December 09, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
12/18/2020 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371. 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


ST. JUDE THANK YOU for an- 
swering my prayers PF 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***xxkk*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 






ie, 
2*****A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


B&D PROPERTY MAINTE- 
NANCE Since 1982, Insured, Refer- 
encs, HIC#175887. Carpentry, Paint- 
ing, Roofing, Apartment Turnovers, 
Cleanups, Lawn Care, Fall Cleanup, 
Snow Removal, more. (413) 455-5458 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta @ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 






APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servic- 
ing all brands of major appliances. 
Senior discounts available. Servic- 
ing all of western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone ad- 
vertising caring of children must list a 
license number to do so if they offer 
this service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN -_ ADDI- 
TIONS, service changes, small 
jobs for homeowners, fire alarms. 
Fast, dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates E280333. 24 
hour emergency service. (413)427- 
5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service chang- 
es/upgrades, generators, phone/ 
data wiring, smoke detectors. In- 
sured. Credit cards accepted. Li- 
cense #22882A (413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514- 
B Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


eo7-W Ee lela ks 


Base Price 
$26.50 
Base Price 
$28.50 
Base Price 
$30.50 
Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


(1 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone 
States Zip: 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA  Q Discover LY Cash Ll Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


Add athird ZONE 5.00 


EEN —\ 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON 


















NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


ELD 


EAST 
BROOKFI 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 


SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE __*10.00 





~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Subtotal = NO 
x Number ofWeeks es 
TOTAL Enclosed = 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 


ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 
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Councilors took up the issue immediately as their 
meeting started. Balancing the budget is typically done 
at the end of the calendar year so a tax rate can be set. 

“The number we’re looking to balance is about 
$883,000,” said Morse. “In first paragraph of my letter, 
the entire finance team met. This year, 2020, has been 
unprecedented. COVID-19 impact has been real and 
measurable. We’re very proud that we have not cut city 
services or shrunk our workforce. We pledged to do 
everything we could weather our storm. We estimated 
a five percent reduction in our collection and losses of 
revenue in meals and hotel taxes.” 

He estimated about $2 million less in local receipts 
compared to FY2020 because of the pandemic. 

He did say there was less revenue from licensing 
fees because of the License Board’s decision to waive 
fees to help businesses deal with their own losses 
during the pandemics. 

Morse talked about an enormous deficit in the 
sewer enterprise fund. The state is requiring the city 
to reduce line items in the sewer budget in order to 


Inthe News ¢ 


cover actual impacts. Morse said state law has prevent- 
ed water/sewer shutoffs during the pandemic, but the 
result is a lack of collection because of lack of ability 
to shut off water to collect back bills owed. Morse also 
said the sewer rate is no longer sustainable to cover the 
costs of the enterprise. 

Morse said the school department deficit had to be 
brought down as well. The school department has a $93 
million budget, but reductions in transportation needs 
has reduced the budget is almost $5 million, $4.2 mil- 
lion of which the city is responsible for. 

With schools not open for in-person learning until 
at least January, and a hybrid model from that point, the 
school department is able to shave about $1.8 million 
in transportation funds that will not be used. However, 
if the surge continues, the school and city could realize 
more savings. 

“The cut in transportation funding should allow us 
to cover the city’s deficit,’ said Morse. 

Morse proposed reducing the school appropriate as 
a means of balancing the budget.” 

Morse did report some good news, including $1.1 
million in new growth. The stabilization fund has 
gained $1.3 million from investments by the city. 
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For a complete list of shopping hours, please visit 
the Extended Holiday Shopping Hours page at holy- 
okemall.com. Guests are reminded that department 
store, restaurant and entertainment venue hours may 
vary and to call ahead to confirm a specific venue’s 
hours of operation. 

In-Person Shopping 

When shopping in-person, Holyoke Mall and indi- 
vidual stores have comprehensive safety and sanitiz- 
ing measures in place to keep you safe. Guests are 
reminded to follow Holyoke Mall’s Healthy Shopper 
Guidelines and as per Massachusetts mandate, a mask 
MUST BE WORN AT ALL TIMES while visiting 
Holyoke Mall. The mask must cover your nose and 
your mouth and must be worn both inside and outside 
of the property. 


Curbside Pickup 

Select retailers are offering curbside service. Here 
is a list of stores providing curbside pickup at Holyoke 
Mall. This list is subject to change, so remember to call 
ahead to confirm if your store will be able to provide 
this service and ask where to park to receive your pack- 
age. 

Buy Online Pickup In-Store 

Select retailers are also offering Buy Online 
Pickup In-Store. In addition to curbside pick-up, many 
shoppers are looking to buy merchandise online and 
pick it up quickly at their favorite store this holiday 
season to avoid shipping fees, shipping delays and 
porch pirates. Holyoke Mall has a handy link on the 
home page of our website that lists all of the stores pro- 
viding the Buy Online Pickup In-Store service. 

With so many stores, you’ll find something for 
everyone on your list, and your gifts will arrive on 
time. 
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of each month. SNAP/EBT and HIP are welcome, 
and Spanish translation is available. The Holyoke 
Winter Farmers’ Market is supported by the Holyoke 
Chamber of Commerce and the Holyoke Food and 
Equity Collective. 

The market will feature five local farms. Apex 
Orchards of Shelburne will be offering apples, vine- 
gar, and honey, Atlas Farm from South Deerfield and 
Red Fire Farm from Granby and Montague will offer 
a wide variety of produce, including fresh greens like 
spinach, plus carrots, potatoes, winter squash, and a lot 
more. D & R Farm from Hampden is bringing meat, 
eggs, vegetables, and their own baked goods and jams. 
Boze Family Farms from Springfield will be bringing 
salad mixes and a variety of microgreens and shoots. 
Almost all vendors are equipped to accept SNAP/ 
EBT and HIP, which is a statewide program that offers 
shoppers who are using SNAP an instant rebate, up to 
a monthly cap, when they purchase fruits and vegeta- 
bles directly from participating Massachusetts farms. 


“Our goal is to make this market as accessible and 
welcoming as possible,’ says Charlie Henzel, Market 
Manager. “It’s located in a central location in Holyoke 
and we really want to get the word out to people who 
are food insecure and make sure people know about 
HIP -- it enables people to stretch their SNAP dollars 
and get fresh produce as well as support local farmers.” 

The Holyoke Winter Farmers’ Market has worked 
closely with the Holyoke Board of Health to ensure 
that the market adheres to all state and federal COVID- 
19 guidelines, including a limit on the number of shop- 
pers, limited entry and exit points, temperature checks, 
and mandatory masks. 

Despite the precautions required in response to 
COVID-19, the Holyoke Winter Market promises to be 
a bustling community space. Crave Food Truck will be 
set up outside so shoppers can grab a meal along with 
their groceries. Says Henzel, “The Holyoke Farmers’ 
Market has run during the summer for over 40 years, 
so I’m really excited to see our community connect 
this winter over local food.” 

Market updates and more information can be 
found at facebook.com/HolyokeFM. 
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moved to yellow. 

Basketball and swimming would be the only sports 
that could take place. Holyoke High is no longer part 
of a co-op program with South Hadley for ice hock- 
ey, and indoor track and wrestling have both been 
deferred. 

Indoor track will take place during the “bubble” 
season beginning in late February, and wrestling has 
been moved to the spring season. 

Martin added Holyoke’s status weighs heavily on 


whether some teams will play against them in certain 
sports. She pointed out West Springfield ceased playing 
Holyoke in the fall when the city went into the red. 
Holyoke continued to play games while in the red for 
three weeks against other teams. 

Holyoke has very prominent wrestling and football 
programs. Football is supposed to take place in the 
bubble season while wrestling could become an out- 
door event in the spring. 

Because of the receivership situation in the school 
district, the school committee, which received a presen- 
tation on the matter early this week, did not vote on the 
decision. The decision was made by the administration. 
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agencies to locate to the suspect. 

On Monday, Dec. 14 members of the 
Massachusetts State Police Violent Apprehension 
Section pulled the suspect over on 1-91 North in 
Massachusetts and placed him into custody. He was 
transported to the Holyoke Police Department where he 


was booked and charged with murder. 

This is an on-going murder investigation being 
conducted by the Massachusetts State Police Detective 
Unit assigned to the Hampden District Attorney’s 
Office, the Holyoke Police Department, and the 
Hampden District Attorney’s Office’s Murder Unit. 

Hampden District Attorney Anthony Gulluni and 
Holyoke Police Chief Manuel Febo offer their sympa- 
thies to the victim’s family. 


Subscribe or read issues of The Holyoke Sun online at www.sun.turley.com 
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CAR 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 
CALL OR TEXT 
413-219-6339 


$SSSSSSSSS$S 
Get cash for as is 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 
(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 


Post your 
job openings 
—_ in our 
om classifieds. 


We get results! 


Turley® 


Publications, Inc. 


www.newspapers.turley.com 





AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 
BARRE GAZETTE 
COUNTRY JOURNAL 
CHICOPEE REGISTER 
THE JOURNAL REGISTER 


THE LUDLOW REGISTER 
QUABOAG CURRENT 
THE SENTINEL 
THE SUN 
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES 
TOWN REMINDER 
WARE RIVER NEWS 


tJ) turleynews 


f TurleyPublications 





TOWN OF PALMER 
TRUCK DRIVER LABORER 
OPERATIONS DIVISION 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
The Town of Palmer is accepting ap- 
plications for Full Time Truck Driver - 
Laborer in the Department of Public 
Works Operations Division. We are 
seeking an experienced, self-motivat- 
ed individual with public works knowl- 
edge to become part of our operations 
division. A High School Diploma, 
Class B Massachusetts Driver's Li- 
cense with airbrakes endorsement is 
required. A Massachusetts Hoister’s 
License is favorable. This is a union 
position with an attractive starting sal- 
ary, vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or email 

rmcnutt @ townofpalmer.com 


HOUSEMATE 
WANTED 


MATURE FEMALE bo share 2 bed- 
room home in Agawam with female 
owner. No pets. References $500.00 
month plus 1/2 utilities. (413)219-9744 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 








FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY 
AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY 
AT NOON 
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HOLYOKE, MA | (413) 650-2500 
380 DWIGHT ST. | @CANNAPROVISIONSHOLYOKE 
9AM-8PM MON-SAT & 9AM-6PM SUN 


LEE,MA | (413) 394-5055 
220 HOUSATONIC ST. | @CANNAPROVISIONSGROUP 
8AM-8PM'SUN-WED & 8AM-9PM THU-SAT 








* 
, es = Ee a e i _ : paar i JE 4] ia —_~ an 
’ m | hs ; é/- | 3 j » "4 x zz | aN 
f yy —_ PVs Aa p) l a> ‘ | > Vi 
, 4 i : & — = «=O << W i) }} — “< a | | amid ' =a f 
eel i : ‘Y ‘A a | | ~~ 
gy 7 - 4 a 
* 4 ra . 
(i! f a 
\* 8 J s 
\ L 
2s 
=i 











: 
! 

AN y ; ; 
at fe | \_ 





| Yj \ \ | 
y | N i 1 } = y \ a 
d \ & \ | y | & ‘ | 
Se ss aw ~ a : = 





wi 
Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of children. 
This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be 
associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence 
of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana’may be delayed by two hours or more. 
In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 
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